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Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  yon  my  Report  for  the  year'  1915. 
The  death  rate  is  the  highest'  for  many  years,  but  thisi  is 
largely  due  to  extraneous  circumstances,  and  not  to  any 
unhealthy  condition  of  the  district.  Owing  to  war  conditions, 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  issued  an  estimate  of  the 
population  of  various  districts,  and  for  uniformity  I have  based 
my  percentages  on  their  estimate  for  this  district.  It  is,  however, 
much  too  low,  and  adversely  affects  our  death  rate.  Three  dead 
bodies  were  found  on  the  shore,  and  where  the  district  of  residence 
is  not  known  these  deaths  have  to>  be  referred,  to  the  district 
where  found.  We  have  consequently  these  deaths  assigned  to' 
us,  although  not  in  any  way  responsible  for  them.  Early  in 
the  year  there  were  unfortunately  three  deaths  in  one  family 
from  measles.  I am  of  opinion  that  if  the  Notification  of 
Measles  Regulations  had  been  in  force  at  the  time  some  of  those 
deaths  would  have  been  prevented. 

ESTIMATED  POPLLATION. 


Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  1118 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  106/ 


2185 

Workhouse  and  Infirmary  ...  550 

Total  ...  ...  2735 

Area  in  acres,  17,374. 

Rateable  value,  £34,000. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  528. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT — Continued . 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  following-  deaths  have  been  registered,  viz. : — 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alcoholism  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Debility  ...  ...  4 

Violent  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ...  ...  3 

Diseases  Ill-defined  and  not 

known  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total 40 


giving  a death  rate  of  18.3  per  thousand  per  annum. 


The  rates  for  the  past  ten  years  have  been  as  follows: — 


No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

1915 

40 

18.3 

1914 

29 

11.8 

1913 

23 

9.4 

1912 

31 

12.7 

1911 

31 

12.7 

1910 

28 

10.6 

1909 

22 

9.34 

1908 

26 

11 

1907 

34 

14.4 

1906 

31 

13 

Six  deaths  were  registered  among  children  under  1 year 
old,  giving  a death  rate  of  103.4  per  thousand  births  registered. 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT— Continued. 


Table  of  deaths  among  children  under  12  months  old  for 


the  past  ten  years : — 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate. 

1915 

6 

103.4 

1914 

10 

144.9 

1913 

5 

81.96 

1912 

10 

149 

1911 

9 

160 

1910 

5 

86.2 

1909 

3 

45.4 

1908 

7 

132 

1907 

5 

112 

1906 

7 

109 

58  births  were  re{ 

BIRTH  RATE. 

gistered,  giving  a 

birth  rate 

thousand  per  annum. 

The  birth  rate 

for  the  past  ten  years 

follows : — 

No.  of  Births. 

Rate. 

1915 

58 

26.54 

1914 

69 

28.27 

1913 

61 

25 

1912 

67 

27.4 

1911 

56 

22.9 

1910 

58 

22.7 

1909 

66 

27.75 

1908 

53 

22 

1907 

44 

18.5 

1906 

64 

26.8 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Four  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  reported,  all  of  a mild  type. 
Three  were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital.  There  were  no 


deaths. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT— Continued. 


There  was  a mild  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  at  the 
Workhouse  in  January — four  cases  were  reported,  with  one 
death.  On  investigation,  water  contamination  was  found.  The 
wells  were  cleaned  and  the  drainage  rearranged,  with  apparently 
the  effect  of  stopping  the  outbreak. 

There  was  a severe  epidemic  of  Measles  at  Greatham, 
which  resulted  in  three  deaths  in  one  family.  The  children  had 
been  delicate,  and  I understand  that  the  nursing  was  not  all 
that  could  be  desired.  Under  the  new  Measles  Regulations 
these  cases  would  now  be  reported,  and  a nurse  could  be  pro- 
vided. There  was  also  a mild  outbreak  at  Hart. 


Three  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  reported,  and  one 
death.  The  houses  have  been  disinfected  on  the  death  and 
removal  of  a patient. 


DRAINAGE. 

The  drainage  of  Greatham  has  been  improved  by  a storm 
overflow  being  placed  in  Greatham  sewer. 

WATER. 

Five  samples  of  water  have  been  analysed.  A well  in 
Elwick  Hall  Parish  was  found  impure,  from  surface  water 
contamination.  The  well  was  cleaned  out,  and  the  water  is 
now  satisfactory. 

The  wells  at  the  Workhouse  were  cleaned  and  repaired. 


DAIRIES. 

These  have  been  inspected,  and  have  had  repeated  visits 
from  the  Inspector.  They  have  not  been  so  well  kept  as 
previous  years.  All  the  dairy  farms  make  the  same  complaint 
of  want  of  help. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Two  in  number.  These  have  been  visited  and  found  in 
good  order. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  E^POET— Continued. 


SANITAEY  IMPEOVEMENTS. 


Two  ashpit-privies  have  been  converted  into  earth-closets. 
Greater  progress  would  have  been  made  with  the  substitution 
of  earth-closets,  except  for  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  labour 
in  country  districts.  There  are  now  148  midden-privies  and 
357  ash-closets  in  the  district.  A house  at  Greatham  has  been 
demolished  to  make  a back  street  and  improve  the  backs  of 
seven  houses  in  Front  Street,  Greatham. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

135  inspections  have  been  made,  and  7 houses  found 
defective  have  been  made  sanitary. 


TEOOPS  IN  THE  DISTEICT. 

Troops  have  been  billeted  in  different  parts  of  the  district 
during  the  year,  and  I have  kept  in  close  communication  with 
the  Senior  Military  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Officer  with 
regard  to  matters  concerning  the  health  of  the  district.  It  is 
satisfactory  that  no  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  reported 
among  the  troops. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  G.  A1NSLEY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HARTLEPOOL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Report, 

19  15. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  twenty-one  informal  and  five  formal 
notices  have  been  sent  out  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  and  description  which 
have  received  attention  : — 

1 Structural  Defects  of  Dwelling  House. 

1 Overcrowding. 

1 Water  Supply. 

2 Defective  Ashpits  and  Privies. 

1 Defective  Water-closet. 

2 Defective  Yard  Paving. 

4 Defective  House  Drainage. 

1 Slaughter  House. 

'3  Cowsheds. 

1 Deposit  of  Manure. 

4 Other  Nuisances. 

The  above  have  been  remedied  in  response  to  the  notices. 

The  scavenging  of  Greatham,  Hart  and  Elwick  has  been 
fairly  well  carried  out. 

The  contractor  for  the  scavenging  of  Greatham  will  be 
called  up  with  the  married  men ; he  is  in  group  38.  Should  he 
be  taken  for  military  duties  it  would  be  a serious,  matter  as 
regards  the  health  of  Greatham,  seeing  that  you  had  so  much 
trouble  to  get  a local  man  to  do  the  work. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT— Continued. 


The  Factories  and  Workshops  have  received  the  usual 
attention,  and  have  been  satisfactorily  kept. 

The  Cowsheds  have  been  fairly  well  kept,  considering  that 
several  cowkeepers  have  been  short  of  labour. 

Two  sets  of  plans  for  new  buildings,  and  one  set  for 
temporary  wooden  bungalows  at  the  Zinc  Works  have  been 
approved. 

The  bungalows  a, re  in  every  way  sanitary,  and  are  now 
occupied  by  Belgian  workmen. 

A storm  water  overflow  has  been  fixed  to  Greatham  sewer 
to  prevent  the  flooding  of  adjoining  land. 


Five  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for  analysis. 


Three  schools  have  been  disinfected  after  measles. 

Four  houses  have  been  disinfected,  one  after  scarlatina, 
three  after  tuberculosis. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BURTON. 
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